
Surprises of Rastafari 

in Somerset

In-conversation with Professor Shawn Sobers 
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Context

As part of the GLADE Centre commitment to supporting teachers and 
schools better engage with themes and concepts surrounding multi faith 
dialogue, we invited Prof Shawn Sobers to a school-community session 
where he gave an engaging talk and started new conversations around 
Rastafari and Somerset. 
In-conversation, he offered insights into a highly misunderstood culture, 
that has surprisingly strong links with Somerset and the South West.

This presentation is owned by Prof. Sobers and is a snapshot of his 
session. We include it here with his permission.  
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Why Shawn ? 

http://www.shawnsobers.com/about-2/

https://people.uwe.ac.uk/Person/ShawnSobers
Image courtesy of 
Shawn-Naphtali 
Sobers

http://www.shawnsobers.com/about-2/
https://people.uwe.ac.uk/Person/ShawnSobers
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Baseline choice 1; before you start... 
What do you already know about 

Rastafari 
Rastafari connections to countries worldwide 

Rastafari in the south west
some history

Anything at all…
think-pair-share.
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Baseline choice 2; before you start... 
Where do you stand on this line in relation to:-

know about Rastafari,
know of connections worldwide or to the south west,

have heard about some history,
Choose where you’d stand then...think-pair-share.

Do you need to move again?
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Watch...short film, 4m 52s

The coronation of Emperor Haile Selassie I on 2 November 1930

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_HhhOWEJoY&t=184s

This link navigates to a short film on youtube. Narration in Dutch and subtitled in 
English.  

NB. There is no stated classification, ie. the process of giving age ratings and content 
advice to films and other audiovisual content to help children and families choose 
what’s right for them and avoid what’s not.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_HhhOWEJoY&t=184s
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Watch... film, 45m 22s

Footsteps of the Emperor, 1999 (Director; Shawn Sobers)

To watch the full film of Footsteps of the Emperor  
https://shawnsobers.com/footsteps-of-the-emperor-film/ 

NB. There is no stated classification, ie. the process of giving age ratings and content advice to films and other 
audiovisual content to help children and families choose what’s right for them and avoid what’s not.

https://shawnsobers.com/footsteps-of-the-emperor-film/
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https://www.fairfieldhousebath.co.uk/ https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
somerset-49786813
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Watch... short filmclip, 32s

Haile Selassie At A Speech Day Kings College, Taunton 1937
British Movietone

To watch the filmclip; Haile Selassie walks along with clergy. Opening of new chapel door. Planting tree. Shot of 
grandson of the Negus. Haile Selassie with other personalities.

This link navigates to an external youtube site

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ooLNH59rBR8 

NB. There is no stated classification to this film, ie. the process of giving age ratings and content advice to films and other audiovisual content 
to help children and families choose what’s right for them and avoid what’s not.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ooLNH59rBR8


25



26

Acknowledgements

We would like to thank Prof. Shawn Sobers and the contributors of copyright 
material included within his presentation for permission to reproduce their 
material, which is credited where used.
Every effort has been made to trace the copyright holders and we apologise in 
advance for any unintentional omissions. We would be pleased to insert the 
appropriate acknowledgement in a subsequent edition of this material.

Items for handling from Ethiopia and Ethiopian diaspora at; 
https://glade.org/resources/global-resource-loans/country-collections/

For information on aligned workshops, talks, booklists and for loans of items
contact lynn@glade.org 

https://glade.org/resources/global-resource-loans/country-collections/
mailto:lynn@glade.org
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