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A 21st Century conversation with a Taunton Mayor in-waiting 
about the first Mayor of Taunton; November 2024
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Context
“ As part of the GLADE Centre commitment to supporting teachers and schools 
better engage with themes and concepts surrounding multi faith dialogue, we 
invited Taunton’s Mayor-in-waiting to a school-community session where he gave 
an engaging talk and helped start new conversations around a historical and a 
contemporary Jewish community in Somerset. 
In-conversation, he offered insights into successes and challenges of the Jewish 
Community in Somerset and the South West, and with the audience, pondered on 
potential solutions. 

This presentation draws on materials used with permission of Jewish Small 
Communities Network (JSC), Jane Warner (Connecting Small Histories) and is co-
owned by GLADE and Martin Strauss, being a snapshot of this in-conversation 
school-community event. ”
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Being respectful of individuals’ safety
“Working carefully and safely with members of the Jewish community during these very 
difficult times is essential - there are an increased number of antisemitic attacks and hate 
crimes against the Jewish community (see weblinks for some context). The GLADE Centre 
wants to support members of the Jewish community, always being respectful of their safely. 
Telling the Myer Jacobs story is a route into teachers and pupils learning more about Judaism 
in everyday life and the challenges of a very small Jewish Community in Somerset, past and 
leading into the present.
Some members of the Jewish community are public figures and do not necessarily always 
portray publicly their Jewish faith - think back to the racist, antisemitic and Islamophobic 
incidents of summer 2024.  That was and still is real and terrifying for some Somerset 
communities, who are navigating the months since those first attacks. 
We hope to re-build confidence in starting safe, new conversations. And build more and 
trusting relationships with the Somerset Jewish community at a pace that feels right  and 
safe.”

The GLADE Centre; November 2024
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School & 

community event 

held in Taunton, 

November 

2024
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Baseline choice 1; before you start... 
What do you already know about:- 

Judaism
Jewish connections to counties in the South West 

and to Somerset
and to some local history

Anything at all…
think-pair-share.
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Baseline choice 2; before you start... 
Where do you stand on this line in relation to what you:-

know about Judaism,
know of connections worldwide or to the south west,

have heard about some history,
Choose where you’d stand then...think-pair-share.

Do you need to move again?
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Questions to consider – then & now
 What if you are Jewish and happen to live in 

Somerset?
 What successes do you see as a member of 

the Jewish community?
 What challenges do you face as a member of 

the Jewish community?
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Slides with a green background used to illustrate Martin’s session, are with 
permission of Jane Warner, Connecting Small Histories; https://jscn.org.uk/heritage/c
onnectingsmallhistories/
And Jewish Small Communities Network; https://jscn.org.uk/jscn/ 

https://jscn.org.uk/heritage/connectingsmallhistories/
https://jscn.org.uk/heritage/connectingsmallhistories/
https://jscn.org.uk/jscn/
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midwife, anthropologist and activist (1929–2015), born 
29 March 1929, Taunton
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What was the early 1800’s like for families?  
What work, travel, living conditions?  
What trade took place, locally, nationally & globally?



12

Web-search ideas for 1800’s context 
in Somerset

 https://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-
news/700-year-rise-fall-yeovils-8737983 

 https://somerset-cat.swheritage.org.uk/guides/tr
ades

 

https://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/700-year-rise-fall-yeovils-8737983
https://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/700-year-rise-fall-yeovils-8737983
https://somerset-cat.swheritage.org.uk/guides/trades
https://somerset-cat.swheritage.org.uk/guides/trades
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Matilda 
Jacobs (nee 

Nathan)
1824 – 1895
Married to 

Myer in 1856
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What was Taunton like in the 
1860’s-70’s?
 Transport
 Trade
 Business
 Population
 Compare Census of 

1861 & 1871 & 1881

Myer Jacobs ... 
 pushes for Taunton to be more 

self-governing
 was instrumental in getting re-

incorporation happening
 tried to gain reform of market 

practices
 tried to get Taunton markets 

assigned to public health 
authorities
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Myer Jacob’s stance 

At a meeting in 1868 to choose a parliamentary 
candidate, Myer Jacobs responded to a speaker 
verbally attacking Disraeli;

“Mr. Disraeli, he’s not a traitor, he’s not dishonest, 
he’s not a renegade, he’s not a disgrace to religion 
and morality.

 What might this say about Myer Jacob?



18

Myer Jacob’s job descriptions have 
included

 Alderman
 Furniture maker
 General dealer
 Commission agent
 Retired shopkeeper

 What can be read into 
this about Myer’s 
quality of living?
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Myer Jacobs, 
the first Mayor 
of Taunton
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The Great Controversy
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Time passes...
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Newspaper article; Death Of Myer Jacobs 
1901; https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~sa
rahhawkins/genealogy/Newspaper_Article
s_Somerset/taunton_courier_1901_10_jul
_death_of_the_first_mayor_of_taunton_m
r_myer_jacobs_at_mansfield_house_taun
ton.htm 

https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~sarahhawkins/genealogy/Newspaper_Articles_Somerset/taunton_courier_1901_10_jul_death_of_the_first_mayor_of_taunton_mr_myer_jacobs_at_mansfield_house_taunton.htm
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~sarahhawkins/genealogy/Newspaper_Articles_Somerset/taunton_courier_1901_10_jul_death_of_the_first_mayor_of_taunton_mr_myer_jacobs_at_mansfield_house_taunton.htm
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~sarahhawkins/genealogy/Newspaper_Articles_Somerset/taunton_courier_1901_10_jul_death_of_the_first_mayor_of_taunton_mr_myer_jacobs_at_mansfield_house_taunton.htm
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~sarahhawkins/genealogy/Newspaper_Articles_Somerset/taunton_courier_1901_10_jul_death_of_the_first_mayor_of_taunton_mr_myer_jacobs_at_mansfield_house_taunton.htm
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~sarahhawkins/genealogy/Newspaper_Articles_Somerset/taunton_courier_1901_10_jul_death_of_the_first_mayor_of_taunton_mr_myer_jacobs_at_mansfield_house_taunton.htm
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~sarahhawkins/genealogy/Newspaper_Articles_Somerset/taunton_courier_1901_10_jul_death_of_the_first_mayor_of_taunton_mr_myer_jacobs_at_mansfield_house_taunton.htm
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Jewish Cemeteries in Devon
*Exeter; the Jewish cemetery is in Magdalen 
Street
* Plymouth; two Jewish cemeteries. 1740’s 
started in a garden on Plymouth Hoe, just 
below the Citadel in New Street. 1868 a piece 
of land purchased on Gifford Place adjoining 
the Old Plymouth Cemetery near Central Park

Jewish Cemeteries in Bristol
*a 19th century cemetery in 
Barton Road in use from 
1840 for about 60 years
*a 20th century cemetery in 
Oakdene Avenue

Jewish Cemeteries in Bath
*in Bradford Road, Coombe Hill, first 
burial in 1836Jewish Cemeteries 

bordering Somerset

https://www.jewishgen.org/jcr-uk/susser/jewcemwest.htm  

There is no Jewish 
cemetery in 
Somerset 

https://www.jewishgen.org/jcr-uk/susser/jewcemwest.htm
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Today, there is 
no synagogue in 
Somerset

Exeter:- Britain's third oldest 
active synagogue is located in 
central Exeter & was built in 
1763. 
Plymouth Orthodox Synagogue 
is the oldest Ashkenazi 
Synagogue still in regular use in 
the English speaking world.

Synagogues bordering Somerset
Bristol:- Park Row Synagogue is 
Bristol's oldest and newest
Jewish community.

Minehead:- During the 1930’s 
to the 1940’s, an Ashkenazi 
synagogue was created in 
the seaside town of 
Minehead.

 Bath:- the first synagogue was 
established in the early 19th 
century, about 1815 to about 
1841. A new purpose-built 
synagogue was dedicated in 
1841. Regular services ceased 
in about 1874 & although these 
were reactivated a few times, in 
1911 the lease expired.
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https://www.jewishnews.co.uk/meet-the-
second-jewish-mayor-of-taunton/ 

https://www.taunton-tc.gov.uk/the-council/council
-information/the-mayor/ 

https://www.jewishnews.co.uk/meet-the-second-jewish-mayor-of-taunton/
https://www.jewishnews.co.uk/meet-the-second-jewish-mayor-of-taunton/
https://www.taunton-tc.gov.uk/the-council/council-information/the-mayor/
https://www.taunton-tc.gov.uk/the-council/council-information/the-mayor/
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For information on aligned workshops, talks, booklists and for loans of items for 
handling and display, contact lynn@glade.org or 07546 200 332
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