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A 21t Century conversation with a Taunton Mayor in-waiting
about the first Mayor of Taunton; November 2024
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Context

“"As part of the GLADE Centre commitment to supporting teachers and schools
better engage with themes and concepts surrounding multi faith dialogue, we
invited Taunton’s Mayor-in-waiting to a school-community session where he gave
an engaging talk and helped start new conversations around a historical and a
contemporary Jewish community in Somerset.

In-conversation, he offered insights into successes and challenges of the Jewish
Community in Somerset and the South West, and with the audience, pondered on
potential solutions.

This presentation draws on materials used with permission of Jewish Small
Communities Network (JSC), Jane Warner (Connecting Small Histories) and is co-
owned by GLADE and Martin Strauss, being a shapshot of this in-conversation
school-community event. ”
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Being respectful of individuals’ safety

“Working carefully and safely with members of the Jewish community during these very
difficult times is essential - there are an increased number of antisemitic attacks and hate
crimes against the Jewish community (see weblinks for some context). The GLADE Centre
wants to support members of the Jewish community, always being respectful of their safely.
Telling the Myer Jacobs story is a route into teachers and pupils learning more about Judaism
in everyday life and the challenges of a very small Jewish Community in Somerset, past and
leading into the present.

Some members of the Jewish community are public figures and do not necessarily always
portray publicly their Jewish faith - think back to the racist, antisemitic and Islamophobic
incidents of summer 2024. That was and still is real and terrifying for some Somerset
communities, who are navigating the months since those first attacks.

We hope to re-build confidence in starting safe, new conversations. And build more and
trusting relationships with the Somerset Jewish community at a pace that feels right and

The GLADE Centre; November 2024 3
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Myer Jacobs,
the first Mayor of Taunton

Martin Strauss brings this local story alive with his passion, deep
knowledge and respect for Myer Jacobs.

He shares why this story has such local significance and with him,
we'll explore how Myer Jacobs can become an area of focus within
the taught curriculum, potentially bringing valuable local context to a
new Somerset RE syllabus

The late Rabbi Dr Bernard Susser, historian of the Jews of South
West England identified in the 1880s there was a mayor of Taunton
called Myer Jacobs. He was ‘proud to avow himself a member of the
Hebrew faith’ and during his 3 terms in office did much for Taunton
and it's citizens.

You are invited to become part of bringing this Somerset story alive
within your curriculum.

Come along to find out more and to consider whether you'd like to
help us write materials and activities for the classroom.

Convened by

Sample feedback from attendees of the session:-

Quality of delivery = 100% rated as excellent

Content = 100% rated as excellent

Techniques/ resources used = 100% rated as excellent or good
Usefulness to my practice = 100% rated as excellent or good

What did you find most useful & why;
personal stories

very good delivery

information to inform teaching
history and culture

conversations

presentation

discussion

Something to do resulting from the session;
develop my own lessons

tell others about it /
\ead up
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Baseline choice 1; before you start...
What do you already know about:-
Judaism
Jewish connections to counties in the South West
and to Somerset
and to some local history

Anything at all...
think-pair-share.
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, pefore you start...
do you stand on this line in relation to what you:-
know about Judaism,
know of connections worldwide or to the south west,
have heard about some history,
Choose where you’d stand then...think-pair-share.
Do you need to move again?

Not Very
confident confident ﬂ
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Questions to consider — then & now

* What if you are Jewish and happen to live in
Somerset?

* What successes do you see as a member of

the Jewis

* What cha
the Jewis

N community?
lenges do you face as a member of

N community?
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My Somerset Journey
with Myer Jacobs

Presented by Jane Warner,
Connecting Small Histories

4
Slides with a green background used to illustrate Martin’s session, are with

permission of Jane Warner, Connecting Small Histories; https://jscn.org.uk/heritage/c
onnectingsmallhistories/

And Jewish Small Communities Network; https://jscn.org.uk/jscn/

Interfaith & Belief 8
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https://jscn.org.uk/heritage/connectingsmallhistories/
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There was me, and | thought |
was the only Jew.”

9

Convened by Funded By Somerset Council

https:/linterfaithbelief.glade.org/

- ; N Somerset
LLADE _charity registration no. 1104504 Company registration no. 5148165 W Council




Historical references to the Jewish
community In Somerset

* 1820 Lodging house

* Synagogues in Bristol, Bath, and, during WWII, Minehead, but no
synagogue in Taunton

* 1835 —Benjamin Disraeli stood for Parliament in Taunton but was
unsuccessful
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Canterbury, Kent

* Myer Jacobs b.1827

* Two important families called Jacobs at that time, one of whom
became Synagogue President.

What was the early 1800’s like for families?
What work, travel, living conditions?

What trade took place, locally, nationally & globally? 11
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Web-search ideas for 1800’s context
In Somerset

* https://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-
news/700-year-rise-fall-yeovils-8737983

* https://[somerset-cat.swheritage.org.uk/guides/tr
ades



https://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/700-year-rise-fall-yeovils-8737983
https://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/700-year-rise-fall-yeovils-8737983
https://somerset-cat.swheritage.org.uk/guides/trades
https://somerset-cat.swheritage.org.uk/guides/trades

Matilda
Jacobs (nee
Nathan)
1824 — 1895

Married to
Myer in 1856

M® Myer Jacoss
B Tt
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Matilda & Myer ‘

* Irish Genealogical Society

* Not till after 1844 were non-Catholic weddings authorised under
license.

« Married 9t January 1856 at bride’s parental home, 23 Gardiner
Street, Dublin (Synagogue Register)
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Myers Journey to Taunton

* 1851 Myer and brother Harry/Henry together
* 1856 Dublin wedding

* 1861 Gloucester, with Harry

* 1871 Myer arrives in Taunton —he and Matilda are found at 23 Fore
Street. Entrepreneurial. “The Dustpan”

-
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What was Taunton like in the
1860’s-70’s?

. Myer Jacobs ...
Transport ’ pul?hes for Taunton to be more

° Trade selr-governing

* was instrumental in getting re-

* Business Incorporation happening

. _ * tried to gain reform of market
Population practices

o * tried to get Taunton markets
Compare Census of assigned to public health

i 861 & 1871 & 1881 authorities 16
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Myer Jacob's stance

At a meeting in 1868 to choose a parliamentary

candidate, Myer Jacobs responded to a speaker
verbally attacking Disraeli;

“Mr. Disraeli, he’s not a traitor, he’s not dishonest,

he’'s not a renegade, he’s not a disgrace to religion
and morality.

* What might this say about Myer Jacob?
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Myer Jacob’s job descriptions have

Included
* Alderman
* Furniture maker * What can be read into
* General dealer this about Myer's
quality of living?

* Commission agent

* Retired shopkeeper

merset Council




HoroucH oF TaunTon
FirsT CORPORATION
1877

Myer Jacobs,
the first Mayor
of Taunton
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The Great Controversy

“...we had the gratification to announce that Mr. Myer
Jacobs, a coreligionist, had been elected the first
Mayor of Somerset.”

* The Rev Frederick Jeremiah Smith, M.A, Vicar of St
John s_ Taunton and_ Prebendary of .the Cathedral

a)’
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Myer Jacobs dies, 2 July 1901

“In the absence of a Jewish Minister, the late Mr. Myer
Jacobs (who was three times Mayor of Taunton, and
did much to secure its incorporation in 1877), was
buried on Friday in the Church of England portion of
the cemetery, the service being read by a Unitarian
minister. The mourners were chiefly Jews.”
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DEATH OF THE

FIRST MAYOR

OF TAUNTON.
MR. MYER

JACOBS. Newspaper article; Death Of Myer Jacobs
1901; https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~sa
By WEDNESDAY 10 JUL 1901 rahhawkins/genealogy/Newspaper_Avrticle

s_Somerset/taunton_courier_1901_10_jul

_death_of the_first_mayor_of taunton_m
r_myer_jacobs_at_mansfield_house_taun
ton.htm

PAGE 5 COLUMN 5

Mr. Myer JACOBS, whose death
we regret to record, passed away af-
ter a long illness, on Tuesday af-
ternoon, at his residence, Mansfield
House, Taunton. The deceased gen-
tleman was about 75 years of age,
and some time before his death it was
known to Dr. Edward LIDDON, his
medical attendant, that his end could
not be far off. Mr. JACOBS made his
last public appearance at a meeting
held in the Municipal Hall about 18 24
months ago in support of the Taunton
Corporation Bill, and on that occa-
sion he spoke warmly in favour of the
measure.
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https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~sarahhawkins/genealogy/Newspaper_Articles_Somerset/taunton_courier_1901_10_jul_death_of_the_first_mayor_of_taunton_mr_myer_jacobs_at_mansfield_house_taunton.htm

¥ Council » 3
_ _ a 19th century cemetery in *in Bradford Road, Coombe Hill, first
Jewish Cemeteries Barton Road in use from burial in 1836
. 1840 for about 60 years s
bordering Somerset +a20th century cemetery in M >
Oakdene Avenue

Jewish Cemeteries in Devon Lﬁ\‘v J\f"r’”

“Exeter; the Jewish cemetery'is in Magdalen
Street / S
* Plymouth; two Jewish ¢

below the Citadel in New Str
of land purchased on Gifford Place adjoini
the Old Plymouth Cemetery near Central Park
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Council Bath:- the first synagogue was

| established in the early 19th
Synagogues bordering Somerset
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ymouth Orthodox Synagogue
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Synagogue still in regular use in
the English speaking world.
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Meet the second Jewish Mayor of Taunton
Mayor of Taunton

Councillor Martin Straus makes history in Somerset, whaose last Jewish
mayor served in 1877 —_—

By MICHELLE ROSENBERG o @ e 9
May 16, 2025, 2:38 pm

‘aunten, Somerset

A town in Somerset elected its second Jewish mayor in 148 years on
Tuesday evening.

Cllr Martin Straus takes on the role in Taunton last occupied by Jewish
candidate Myer Jacobs in 1877.

https://www.jewishnews.co.uk/meet-the- -
S eCO n d 'J eW | S h = m ayo r-Of-ta u nto n / (Photo taken outside Taunton Minster following the Annual Meeting of Taunton Town Council and Mayor Making Ceremony on Tuesday, 6 May 2025)

https://www.taunton-tc.gov.uk/the-council/council
-information/the-mayor.
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For information on aligned workshops, talks, booklists and for loans of items for
handling and display, contact lynn@glade.org or 07546 200 332
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